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Frank Niepold

very organization needs
Eto reflect periodically

on its mission, examine
the effectiveness of its pro-
grams and organizational
structures, and commit itself
to whatever course corrections
and new objectives seem ap-
propriate for the future. The
Historical Society is no excep-
tion.

Earlier this year, our pre-
vious Board President, Ellen
Grady, organized a series of
meetings for the Board of Di-
rectors to discuss the long
range direction of the Society
as a prelude to updating the
CHHS Strategic Plan pub-
lished in 2004. Led by a pro-
fessional facilitator, these ses-
sions produced a lengthy se-
ries of thoughtfully -crafted,
detailed action plans, but the
work of incorporating them
into a new
Pl and was neces
by the election of new officers
in May, and then further de-
layed by the resignation of
Veronica Aplenc, our Execu-
tive Director, in June.

Her ebs a brie
our activities to complete the
strategic plan, recruit a new
Executive Director, and & in
the interim & manage the
daily activities of the Society.

When Veronica decided to
return to academia, the Ex-
ecutive Committee asked me
to step in as an interim Execu-
tive Director 6
completed our planning cycle,
defined exactly what sort of
role we wished the new, per-
manent Executive Director to
fill, and found a good candi-
date. All of us on the Execu-
tive Committee recognize the
extraordinary range of talents
required to succeed in this job
I preservationist credentials;
staff management experience;
leadership skills; administra-
tive and organizational ability;
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CHHS Helps Preserve Philadelph

he Chestnut Hill Histori- :

I cal Society has been:

i attitudes toward historic pres-

Phi | iaedvatibnp dnd aderdifying rae-
campaign led by the Preserva-

invited to participate in
iPreserve

tion Alliance, in collabora-
tion with the Philadel-
phia Planning commis-
sion and Philadelphia
Historical ~Commis-
sion, to develop a
preservation plan for
the city. The goal of the
project is to provide a
framework for setting pres-
ervation priorities and inte-
grating historic preservation
into planning and development
decisions throughout the city.
The Nutter administration has
expressed support and will be
asked for a formal endorse-
ment toward the end of the
initial phase of the project.

This phase includes an
evaluation of the current state

0 hiSidric apteseryatien in
s Rhiladlelphia adice thea greatidn

of a strategic preservation
plan. To this end, a variety of
individuals and organizations,
including CHHS and other
neighborhood historical socie-

f tiesp givid @rid ecommunity de-

velopment groups, etc. are

PRESERVE
PHILADELPHIA

being asked to take part in a
series of discussions examining

sources and organiza-
tional capacity to
implement  the
resulting plan.
Another ele-
ment of the pro-
ject is identify-
ing key themes
in the physical
history of the city
and developing state-
ments of significance related to
several of these themes. This
work will be done by a group of
historians coordinated by
Emily Cooperman, PhD, Re-
search Director of the Archi-
tectural Archives of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania; the
statements will serve as mod-
els for additional work in suc-
ceeding years.

The third component of the
project, developing a method-
ology for conducting a citywide
survey of historic resources,
will be performed by an archi-
tectural firm specializing in
historic preservation, in part-
nership with the Athenaeum of

(Continued on pagg)

Fall is For Planting Dig In!

join the crew as we begin to implement a new landscaping

Put on your work clothes, grab your spades and shovels and

plan for the

Societyds groun

cooperative effort with the Friends of the Wissahickon, is targeted

fomtheilakt weakend oh @Gctbber and the first weekend of Novem-
ber, when trees, shrubs and bulbs will be planted. DeS|gned as a
demonstration garden in
consultation with Morris
Arboretum, the project wiII

with the installation of
native herbaceous plants.
Specific dates andi
times for the planting will
be posted on the CHHS
website. To volunteer,
contact Board Member
Carolyn Adams at carolyn-
jadams@yahoo.com.

Crefeld School students help CHHS prepare the
fence for painting before planting begins.
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«Society Launches
New Map of
20th Century
Architecture

HHS is excited to an-
nounce that our new
map and guide to 20t

Century architecture in Chest-
nut Hill is near completion,

thanks to the determined stew-
ardship of Board member
Nancy Evans. This project is
an opportunity to celebrate the
wide variety of architecture in
our community.

The large number of 19h
century Wissahickon schist
buildings has always been a
point of pride and reputation
for Chestnut Hill, and has been
prominently protected and
promoted by the Historical
Society. Yet some of the most
significant residential architec-
ture of the second half of the
20t century exists here as well,
cheek by jowl with the older
stone homes.

These recent additions to
Chestnut Hill architecture are
equally important to the com-
munity and are equally valued
by the Society. The houses, in
Modern, International, Post-
modern, and Contemporary
styles, were commissioned by
forward thinking individuals
and designed by architects of
international reputation, in-
cluding Louis Kahn, Robert

d\genturi, an®® IRensaleo Giore
gola, as well as others of local
or national prominence.

The homes featured on the
map have been selected pri-
marily by architectural histo-
rian and member of the CHHS
Advisory Board Emily Cooper-
man, PhD. Together, they rep-
resent wonderfully diverse
directions in architecture, con-
sistent with the tradition of
housing excellence that we
cherish in Chestnut Hill. (To
protect the privacy of the
homeowners, only properties

of

(Continued on pag®8)
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development and fundraising
ability; the list goes on.

Sure enough, my stint as
interim Executive Director has
confirmed all over again that
this job is immensely challeng-
ing (and, | might add, im-
mensely interesting!). You can
now find me working in the
office each weekday between
8:30am and 1:30pm. This
gives me an invaluable insight
into the daily activities of the
Society, as well as a whole new
appreciation for our extraordi-
nary staff.

As a priority issue, a small
number of the Directors are
working to complete the draft
of the 2008 Strategic Plan. It
is fair to say that the consensus
of the Board is
the right things to carry out
our mission i advocacy, ar-
chives, easements, programs,
community support. We just
want to find a way to do more
of it!

Since our active Board of
volunteers has an unlimited
appetite for tasks, projects and
new objectives, but is limited
by availabl e r
decided to place new emphasis
on development and fundrais-

ing in our planning. We hope
to make the updated plan
available to all CHHS members
by year-end, if not before.

Finally, a task force is
working to re-define the job
description of the Executive
Director, to re-balance the
various tasks and responsibili-
ties so that they reflect the
priorities being set in the new
Strategic Plan.

I 611 keep
future newsletters as we even-
tually decide these various
questions.

There is every indication
that 2008 will be a banner year
for the Society, with substan-
tial increases in membership;
new publications; numerous
committees actively pursuing
everything from public advo-
cacy to the relandscaping of

you

Donot Mi

SS

Preserv

acclaimed performance at Pot-

ou wonot w a h engagementnaftes sheir much
the 24th Annual Preser-

vation Potpourri, held
this year on Saturday, Decem-

pourri  2003. And co-chairs
Schuyler Nunn and Wyndham

ber 6, Pursley
2008 from are  pre-
7:00 pm to paring
11:00 pm. s ome
The eventjs charming
will heftaker 5§ new addi-
place in a tions to
stunning the eve-
Norman - ni ng
styled | festivities.

country Tickets
house,|lan elegant setting for an elegant evening of wining, for Pot-
designed dining and dancing to celebrate the arrival of the pourri

by Tilden, | holiday season. 2008  will

Register and Pepper, in the
9000 block of Crefeld Street.
This yeards g

otrhbaildingwa fhnivieg @rali n goe an outstanding occasion to

computerized!) archive; a new
website; a new initiative to
professionalize our easement
program & all supported by
highly successful (and fun!)
events like the Spring Garden
Party and the Preservation
Pot pourri
me to be part of the action.

esour ces FrankWNiepolde
President
CHHS Board of Directors

Preserve Philadelphia!
(Continued from pag)

Philadelphia and the Preserva-
tion Alliance. Existing
neighborhood surveys, like the
one commissioned by CHHS in
the 1980s to support the appli-
cation for National Register
status, will be reviewed and
incorporated into the citywide
survey as appropriate.

The technology for carrying
out such surveys has been
greatly facilitated in recent
years. Today, property maps
based on geographic informa-
tion systems can be overlaid
electronically on scanned im-
ages from historical atlases to
pinpoint the location of impor-

tant historic buildings, while

handheld computers allow this
data to be used in the field. A
recently completed pilot pro-

ject applying these techniques
in the Frankford section of
Philadelphia has provided
guidance for carrying out fu-
ture surveys in other neighbor-
hoods.

Information about these
activities and the progress of
the campaign, as well as an
opportunity to submit photo-
graphs and suggestions about
individual historic sites and
distinctive neighborhoods that
should be considered for pres-
ervation, will be available at
www.PreservePhiladelphia.org,
currently under development.

LEAVE A LEGACY OF PRESERVATION
REMEMBER THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
IN YOUR WILL.

It 6s

celebrate the season with
friends old and new, sample a
delicious buffet from Bacchus
Catering, and dance the night
away on the tented veranda.
Music will be provided by the
John Hoey Orchestra, an 11

mambey Enseanblel specialifing r

in authentic swing from the big
band era, back for a return

be $175 per person, $125 for
young preservationists (35 and
a under).p Lookrfor sy@us invitae

tion in the mail in mid -

October.

This is the major fund-
raising activity of the Historical
Society, providing more than
25% of our operating budget.
So please plan to attend and
encourage Yyour friends and
neighbors to join you in wel-
coming the holiday season at
this delightful event.

A recent donation to the Historical

F. P. STREEPER
PHARMACIST
tnut Hill

Societyds archi
bottle dates from the early decadeg
the 20th century. It was given by
Paul McCloskey, whose father, Dr.

John F. McCloskey, was a founder [of

Chestnut Hill Hospital and the
owner, from the late 1940s until
1980, of what is
headquarters. Dr. McCloskey liveg
next door at 8720 Germantown Ave
nue and bought the property adjace
to his home to protect it from an

unwanted neighbor or development.

Old House Buffs
Wanted

re you interested in
restoration/renovation
techniques for old

houses? Knowledgeable about
suppliers of appropriate mate-
rials and specialist contrac-
tors? Have excellent organiza-
tional skills, marketing and/or
website experience? If so, the
Resource Center Committee
wants you! Contact commit-
tee chair, Ellen Grady, at

repair and maintenance of old
houses is of a more handson
natur e, t he
quarters will provide many
n QPROItUNities 4 csatisty y ib s
Consider donating your time
and skills to the Building
Committee; contact Commit-
tee chair, Joseph Lavin at
jlavin@traditioncm.com .

at

e ecgrady@msnscom.pot hecary
of And if your interest in the

Soci
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Important 20th Century
Houses in Chestnut Hill

20th Century Architecture or f ul 2 8 0 x 1Iit &yd mid -Qctoberd ePriced at i Chestnut Grill, CinCin, jCubal!
(Continued from pagg) i (unfolded) featuring photo- $3.00, it will be available atthe { Restaurant and Gallery, The
¢ graphs of 13 significant hous Societyds offi cieRr eonnc ho uBra kwee lys i tMec

easily visible from the street i and the Cherokee Village co and through retail outlets. i ern, The Melting Pot, The
are included on the map.) { plex as well as brief essa We are grateful to the fol- | Night Kitchen Bakery, Rollers

fi A Queided Tour of Im- | about the architecture an lowing for their enthusiastic | Express-o, Rollers at Flying
portant 20t Century Resi- | some of the architects of thi support of this project: Bre- { Fish, Solaris Grill, Top of the
dences i n Chestpemdd @®ur dodl & toipublishai denbecko6s BakeirHilCafé.Caffette,




