
  

T 
he 2009 Annual 

Meeting of the Chest-

nut Hill Historical 

Society was held on 

Sunday, April 26 in the Epiph-

any Chapel at Chestnut Hill 

Academy.   

Board President Frank 

Niepold opened the session and 

introduced Jennifer Hawk, the 

Societyôs new Executive Direc-

tor, to the assembled members.  

Ann Csink, Nominating Com-

mittee Chair, presented the 

nominees for the Board of Di-

rectors and a voice vote was 

held.  (See page 6 for election 

results.) 

Patricia Marian Cove, Ex-

ecutive Committee at-large, 

reviewed the Societyôs accom-

plishments of the previous 

year.  Highlights include:  

¶ acquiring an important 

four -plus acre easement 

adjacent to Wissahickon 

Valley Park; 

¶ completing the digitization 

of  the John Samuel     

Naylor photograph collec-

tion;  

¶ publishing 20th Century 

Chestnut Hill, a self -

guided tour of important 

20th Century residences in 

Chestnut Hill, Philadel-

phia ; 

¶ installing the first phase of 

a Native Plant Demonstra-

tion Garden at the Soci-

etyôs headquarters; 

¶ mounting the photo-

graphic exhibit Architec-

ture along Germantown 

Avenue:  A Continuum of 

Change; 

¶ hosting two successful 

fundraisers:  the inaugural        

ñDerby Day Garden Partyò 

in May and ñPreservation 

Potpourriò in December.   

A complete listing of 2008 

achievements and a financial 

statement are presented in the 

Historical Societyôs Annual 

Report 2008.  

In appreciation of his ser-

vice as acting Executive Direc-

tor, Board President Frank Nie-

pold was presented with an 

antique print from The Phila-

delphia Print Shop.   

The business meeting was 

adjourned, and Board Vice-

president Christopher Bentley 

presented the  guest speaker,  

urban archaeologist Rebecca 

Yamin, PhD (see ñTrash Talksò 

on page 4 for a brief  summary 

and selected images.) 

Refreshments and book 

signing by the speaker followed 

her presentation.    

Annual Meeting Highlights  
Historical Society Accomplishments  
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I  
t is a rare privilege to 

find such a hard-

working, passionate, 

and congenial Board of 

Directors as at the Historical 

Society.  I am honored to be a 

part of the organization.   

What an exciting four 

months it has been!  As spring 

slowly arrived, the beautiful 

Native Plant Demonstration 

Garden sprang into life thanks 

to the hard work of Carolyn 

Adams and Emilie Lapham 

and their merry band of work-

ers.  Please take a moment to 

enjoy its beauty and then 

come inside to browse the 

garden resource guide to learn 

more about native and non-

invasive plant life for planning 

your own landscape. 

We wrapped up a success-

ful 2008 fiscal year at the An-

nual Meeting in April where I 

also had the pleasure of greet-

ing many of our members.  

After the business meeting, 

Dr. Rebecca Yamin gave a 

fascinating talk on uncovering 

Philadelphiaôs stories of yes-

teryear. Find out more in 

ñTrash Talkò on Page 4. 

And, thanks to the won-

derful efforts of the chair Ellen 

Sisle and her committee, the 

support of our many sponsors 

and with a little help from the 

weather fairies, the second 

annual Derby Day event went 

off without a hitch.  Particu-

larly special is that the prop-

erty, ñBrigadoon,ò  is forever 

protected under the Societyôs 

easement program.    No won-

der Forbes Magazine named 

Chestnut Hill as one of the top 

ñUrban Enclavesò in the coun-

try!   To find out more about 

(Continued on page 2) 

Local History Kicks Off  
Chestnut Hill Book Festival 

FROM  
THE  
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

T 
aking as their 

subject Past 

and Present: 

Chestnut Hill, 

Mt. Airy and German-

town , a group of writers 

on local history will  open 

the inaugural Chestnut 

Hill Book Festival, Great 

Authors of Philadelphia  on 

July 10.  Sponsored by the 

Historical Society and moder-

ated by David Contosta, PhD, 

Professor of History at Chest-

nut Hill College, the panel will 

include :  

 Irvin Miller, PhD,  Drexel 

University Professor Emeritus, 

author off Remembering Ger-

mantown;  Sixty Years of the 

Germantown Crier;  

Edward C. Zwicker, IV, 

President, Springfield Town-

ship Historical Society, author 

of Springfield Township,  

Montgomery County.  

Historical Society Cura-

tor/Archivist Liz Jarvis, whose 

books include Chestnut Hill , co

-authored with Thomas H. 

Keels, Chestnut Hill Revisited,  

and most recently,  

Mount Airy . 

Professor Contosta is  

well  known to members 

of the Historical Society  

as the author of Suburb in 

the City:  Chestnut Hill 

Philadelphia 1850 -1990.  

His new book, Philadelphiaôs 

Wissahickon Valley (1620-

2020), co-authored with Carol 

Franklin, will be published 

next year.  

 The moderator and each 

panelist will present one aspect 

of the history of the German 

Township, followed by a  ques-

tion and answer period.    Light 

(Continued on page 6) 
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T 
he second annual 

Derby Day Garden 

Party on Saturday, 

May 2, confirmed 

the event as one of the most 

delightful on the Chestnut Hill 

spring calendar.  Celebrating 

the Historical Societyôs con-

servation easement program, 

this yearôs party was held  at 

ñBrigadoon,ò an enchanting 

Georgian-style house on an 

easement-protected property.  

More than 100 guests 

gathered on the terrace to 

enjoy mint juleps and hors 

dôoeuvres reminiscent of Lou-

isville, then assembled inside 

to watch the 135th Kentucky 

Derby and the drawing of win-

ners in the Run for the Roses 

Raffle:  Lyles Perkins, Mark 

Sullivan and Janet Lochner, 

respectively, took win, place 

and show prizes. 

Many thanks to all who 

contributed to the partyôs suc-

cess, helping the Historical 

Society to pursue our mission 

to preserve and nurture the 

historical, physical and cul-

tural resources, and the char-

acter of Chestnut Hill.  We are 

especially grateful for the sup-

port of our Derby Day spon-

sors, including:  

Corporate Benefactors :   

BASEMENT PLUS COMPANY, 

CHESTNUT H ILL  RESALE, CITI-

BANK, CREATIVE CONTRACTING, 

EICHLER  & MOFFLY REALTORS 

and MAGARGEE PAINTING ;  

Corporate Patrons :  

CHESTNUT H ILL  ACADEMY, 

DENNIS MEYER, INC. and GOOD 

FOOD MARKET;  

In -kind Sponsors:  CUN-

NINGHAM  PIANO  COMPANY, 

ROLLERS AT FLYING  FISH and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Derby Day  
Garden Party -- 

A New  
Chestnut Hill 

Tradition 

R 
esource Center 

Manager Tim Wood 

has given the His-

torical Societyôs 

website a fresh, contemporary 

look, added new information 

and made the content more 

readily available. 

The revamped home page 

greets visitors with a slide show 

of historic photographs from 

the Societyôs archives, featuring 

streetscapes, noteworthy build-

ings and scenes of everyday life 

in Chestnut Hill.  The Naylor 

Photograph Collection of 

Chestnut Hill architecture is 

also highlighted and is now 

easily accessed.  Accompanying 

the photographs is a brief biog-

raphy of John Naylor, a map 

and description of each prop-

erty, its architect and the origi-

nal owner (when known).  

The recently published 

ñ20th Century Chestnut Hillò 

guide to mid-century residen-

tial design is another new addi-

tion to the website, with links 

to web-based sources of infor-

mation about many of the ar-

chitects, to other area  sites of 

interest like Morris Arboretum 

and Woodmere Art Museum, 

and to the sponsoring local 

businesses.  

The Resource Center has 

been updated with a new 

ñGreen Resourcesò section on  

the connection between preser-

vation issues and environ-

mental stewardship and sus-

tainability.   This relationship 

is outlined in ñThe Greenest 

Building Is . . . One That Is 

Already Builtò by architect Carl 

Elefante, and in a position pa-

per on sustainability from the 

National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, both linked to the 

website.   

Check out the new site at 

www.chhist.org and give us 

your feedback, by e-mail 

through the ñContactò page or 

at  215-247-0417, ext. 203. 

easements and land trusts, 

turn to page  4. 

Iôve so much enjoyed the 

last few months, getting to 

know new people and explor-

ing the beautiful streets of 

our special community.  Re-

discover Chestnut Hill with 

me.  Send a photo of a fa-

vored street or share a fond 

memory through the e-mail 

function of our new website, 

www.chhist.org . I look for-

ward to hearing from you.  

          Sincerely, 

 

 

Jennifer S. Hawk        

Executive Director  

Executive Director 

(Continued from page 1) 

CAN YOU IDENTIFY THE MYSTERY HOUSE? 

A copy of ñ20th Century Chestnut Hillò awaits anyone who 
can identify a mystery house in the Naylor Collection.   To see 
a larger image, access the Naylor Collection from our website, 
www.chhist.org, select ñIntroductionò and scroll down the 
page.  If you can identify this property, call the Society at 215-
247-0417, ext. 103, or send an e-mail to info@chhist.org with 
ñMystery Houseò in the subject line. 

 

 

? 

  
www.chhist.org,version 2.0

 

Maybe you want faster 
speed, more memory, a 
larger screen, newer apps 
or youôre finally escaping 
the world of PCs and 
getting the Mac of your 
dreams.  But if your old 
machine is in working 
order, consider donating 
it to the Historical Soci-
ety.  Our Executive Direc-
tor will become even 
more productive, and you 
can avoid contributing to 
e-waste.  Interested?  Call 
Jennifer Hawk at 215-247
-0417, ext. 201 or e-mail 
her at jhawk@chhist.org. 

UPGRADING  
YOUR LAPTOP ?   
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SOBELLE COOKIES. 

We appreciate the generos-

ity of Derby Day Patrons:  Trish 

Bonsall, John Channell, Ann 

Csink & John Linck, Karren & 

Ed DeSeve, Johanna DiDio, C. 

Nancy & Michael Evans, 

Shirley Hanson, Dr. Valerie 

and Mr. Robert Hughes, Kate 

LeBlanc, Andrea & Frank Nie-

pold, David Orthwein, Susan & 

Joseph Pizzano, Ronna & 

George Tyndall, Patricia Stew-

art Walsh, Nancy & Randy 

Williams,  and Kim & Scott Yet-

ter.    Kudos to the Derby Day 

Committee, expertly chaired by 

Ellen Sisle:  Bob Bacino, 

Patricia Cove, Ann Csink, Eve-

lyn Devine, Johanna DiDio, 

Kim DuBree, C. Nancy Evans, 

Ellen Grady, Kristy Kaller, 

Gretchen Ingersoll, Cecile Mi-

halich, Andrea Niepold, Paula 

Riley, Amy Soeffing, Pam This-

tle, Katherine Timoney, Kim 

Yetter and Jennifer Zoga.   

And to  everyone who at-

tended the Derby Day party, 

thank you so much for coming.  

Mark your calendar now for the 

first Saturday in May 2009 ð

we look forward to seeing  you 

again next year.  

Derby  Day  

(Continued from  previous page) 

Photography by Anna Cascio and Meghan 
Smith.  To see these photographs in color, go to 
www.chhist.org and select ñNews.ò A slide 
show from the event is available at  
www.annaisabel.printroom.com/gardenparty . 

 A Good Time Was Had By All  .  .  .   . 

.  .  .  .  With Many Thanks to Derby Day Corporate Benefactors     

Basement Plus Company     Chestnut Hill Resale    
Citibank     Creative Contracting   

Eichler & Moffly Realtors   Magargee Brothers, Inc. 

Ed & Karren DeSeve and Dan & Meredith Mills  

Thomas Dolan, Carolyn Adams, Ibitz Dolan and 
John Meigs 

CHHS Board President Frank Nie-
pold and Derby Day Chair Ellen Sisle  

Corporate Benefactor Kim DuBree 
of Creative Contracting,  Ann  
Hozack and Virginia Bryant  

George Tyndall of Chestnut Hill Resale, 
a Corporate Benefactor,  in a festive top 
hat. 

Russell Roofingôs Russell Kaller 
and Kristy Kaller  

Alice & Geoffrey Wagg 

Ken Schotsch and daughter Emma  

http://www.annaisabel.printroom.com/gardenparty

