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THE  
PRESIDENT  

Frank  Niepold  

A 
 beautiful and envi-
r o n m e n t a l l y -
significant local 
property has been 

preserved forever through a 
conservation  easement do-
nated to the His-
torical Society by 
Wendy and Chris-
topher Bentley.  
ñWendy and I 
have always felt 
that the property 
is a hidden gem 
that we are fortu-
nate to own, and 
that it is our obli-
gation to preserve 
it for future gen-
erations of own-
ers,ò Chris ex-
plained. 

The four-plus 
acre property fea-
tures many ma-
ture trees, includ-
ing one of the 
oldest surviving 
stands of Eastern Hemlocks ï 
the state tree of Pennsylvania 
ð in the area, and in the 
springtime, ña crowd, a host, 
of golden daffodilsò that would 

fill the poetôs ï or anyoneôs ï 
heart with pleasure.  ñNeedless 
to say, we are thrilled to have 
this donation by the Bentleys,ò 
says Easement Manager Jen-
nifer Garfield.  

Located at the foot of West 
Mt. Airy Avenue, at the en-
trance to the Wissahickon Val-
ley Park, the easement extends 
the greenway and maintains 

the natural beauty of the area.  
It also helps to safeguard the 
Philadelphia drinking water 
supply   by preventing the in-
crease in storm water run-off 
and non-point pollution of the 

W i s s a h i c k o n 
Creek that would 
result from future 
development of 
the land.  

The CHHS 
easement pro-
gram is carried 
out in partnership 
with the Friends 
of the Wissa-
hickon (FOW). 
According to 
Maura McCarthy, 
FOW Executive 
Director, ñThe 
Bentley easement 
is exactly the kind 
of land protection 
that FOW hopes 
to see throughout 
the Wissahickon 

watershed, preserving increas-
ingly rare green space adjacent 
to protected lands surround-
ing the Wissahickon Creek and 
its tributariesò.  

New Easement Protects Open Space and Water Supply 

 

Canoe Club History Preserved at CHHS Enhanced Easement  
Benefit Set to Expire  

T 
he Historical Society 
offers ña clean, lov-
ing, geriatric home 
for elderly papers and 

sundry other 
ancient stuff,ò 
says Philadel-
phia Canoe Club 
(PCC) historian 
Ron Avery, who 
recently en-
trusted several 
additional boxes 
of club memora-
bilia  to the care 
of Curator Liz Jarvis.  They 
will join other  PCC records 
previously archived at CHHS. 

The material was rescued 
two years ago from  the dust 
and damp of the PCC club-
house, and spent the interven-
ing period at a club memberôs 

home.  Dating primarily from 
the 1990s, the records also 
include photographs from the 
1920s and ó30s, a  nearly com-

plete set of the 
clubôs newslet-
ters beginning 
with the first 
issue in the 
1970s, and an 
assortment of 
PCC T-shirts.  
Financial re-
cords, member-
ship lists and 

correspondence round out the  
collection.  

The records will be sorted, 
catalogued and stored in acid-
free folders and boxes by 
CHHS  Archive staff and vol-
unteers to assure their preser-
vation.  

The entrance to the Bentley property on West Mt. Airy Avenue is flanked  by 
an historic stand of Eastern Hemlocks.  

PCC T-shirts join the CHHS archive.  
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Preservation Potpourri 2008 �² The Party of the Year! 

ADVISOR: 
Schuy Wood 

POTPOURRI  
2008  
SPONSORS 
�%�U�H�Z�H�U�¶�V�� �2�X�W�O�H�W�� �R�I�� �&�K�H�V�W��
nut Hill & Mt. Airy, Chest-

nut Hill Resale, Citi-
bank, Creative Con-
tracting, Inc., Geppert 
Bros, Inc., The Hirshorn 
Company, Eichler & 
Moffly Realtors, Ed-
ward J. Meloney, Inc., 

Russell Roofing 
Co, Inc., Mr. & 
Mrs. Theodore V. 
Wood, Jr. 

Members:  

Patr ic ia  Cove, 
Susan Crane, Frith 
DeKerillis, Adriana 
Della Porta, Evelyn 
Devine, Johanna 
DiDio , Ei leen 
D o l i c h ,  M e g 
Durkin, C. Nancy 
Evans, Susanna 
Forjohn, Stuart  
Hammerle, Anna-
marie Hellebusch, 
A n n  H o za c k , 
Gretchen Ingersoll, 
Kristy Kaller, Vicki 
Kennedy, Jennifer 
McManus, Cecile 
Mihalich, Kari 
Morton, Andrea 
Niepold,  Paula 

Riley, Janet Rock, 
Ellen Sisle, Amy 
Soeffing, Pam This-
tle, Therese Tiger, 
G eor ge  T ige r , 
Katherine Timoney, 
Debbie Bedrosian 
Vozzo, Fran Wilde, 
Michelle Wood, Kim 
Yetter. More photographs from Potpourri 2008 are 

available at  www.phillymag.com   and  
www.chhs.smugmug.com . 

H 
ollywood came to Chestnut Hill on December 6, 2008, as 
partygoers gathered for a gala evening to welcome the 
holiday season and support the Historical Society.   Pop-
ping flashbulbs greeted new arrivals as they crossed the  

red-carpeted forecourt, 
filled with holiday green-
ery and bright scarlet 
bows lightly dusted with 
snow.  It was a magical 
introduction to a magical 
evening!  

The festive atmos-
phere continued inside, 
with �,�W�¶�V�� �D�� �:�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O�� �/�L�I�H  
playing on a giant screen 
in the game room.  Other 
entertainment choices 
abounded:  dancing to the 
music of the John Hoey 
Orchestra; bowling  in the 
basement alley, or peering 
into the future with a for-
tune-teller . 

Waiters circulated with 
an exotic selection of hors 
dôoeuvres, the billiard room 
offered a risotto bar featur-
ing a range of accompani-
ments, and the main dining 
room displayed a 
gourmet supper from 
Bacchus Catering, 
including boeuf bour-
guignon , curried 
chicken, and a choice  
of side dishes.  A 
large and delicious 
variety  of cookies 
baked by the Pot-
pourri Committee 
completed the feast. 

Thanks to all who 
contributed to and 
attended the event, 
CHHS raised almost 
$26,000 to support 
our activities in the  
coming  year.    We 
particularly appreciate 
the  unstinting hospi-
tality of  Nancy and 
Michael Verruto, and 
the generosity of our 
many sponsors.  Ku-
dos, too, to the Pot-
pourri Committee, imaginatively led by Schuyler 
Nunn and Wyndham Pursley.   Special thanks to 
Michael and C. Nancy Evans, whose donation of American Idol tick-
ets made the Hollywood theme a reality, and to Schuy and Ted Wood 
for their extraordinarily generous  contributions.  

Potpourri 2008 will be a hard act to follow, but we look forward 
to an equally successful event in 2009. 
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C 
ongress recently 
renewed an en-
hanced  incentive for 
donating a conserva-

tion easement, increasing the 
maximum  tax deduction 
from 30% of adjusted gross 
income to 50%, and  the effec-
tive period from six to sixteen 
years.  However, the current 
incentive will expire on De-
cember 31, 2009.   The Land 
Trust Alliance is working to 
make the enhanced benefit 
permanent; as of now, its 
provisions will apply to con-
servation easements donated 
during this year.   Anyone 
considering   an easement 
donation should begin now by 
contacting Jennifer Garfield 
at jgarfield@chhist.org . 

 

POTPOURRI 
2008  
COMMITTEE 

Co-chairs:   
John Capoferri, 
Schuyler Nunn, 

Steve Nunn, Wynd-
ham Pursley 

S 
ince Iôm writing a few 
weeks into the new 
year, I suppose I could 
be forgiven for taking a 

moment to gloat on the Soci-
etyôs many triumphs in 2008. 

Thanks to the commitment 
of Joan and Rick Cantor and 
Wendy and Chris Bentley,  
acres of open land in the Wis-
sahickon watershed will be 
protected from development 
by conservation easements for 
generations to come. 

Chestnut Hill residents will 
enjoy the Societyôs Native 
Plant Demonstration Garden 
and, we hope, use it as a re-
source in planning their own 
landscaping.  I am very grate-
ful to Carolyn Adams and Emi-
lie Lapham and to the Wissa-
hickon Garden Club, the Bird 
in Hand consignment shop 
and our in-kind contributors, 
Colibraro Landscaping and 
LeRoy Tree Co. for making the 
garden possible. 

I am especially proud to 
launch ñ20th Century Chest-
nut Hill,ò a self-guided tour of 
20th -century residences.  
These little-known architec-
tural gems exemplify the tradi-
tion of  housing excellence in 
our community, and it is a 
pleasure to share them with 
others. 

Our plans for the future 
are ambitious, including pre-
paring for formal accreditation 
by the Land Trust Alliance and 
adding user-friendly features 
to our Web site for residents 
seeking preservation resources 
or information on donating an 
easement.  Most importantly, 
we will continue to work with 
our community partners on 
important advocacy issues. 

We could not do this with-
out you and our many sup-
porters.  Thank you.  I invite 
you to visit us at 8708 Ger-
mantown Avenue or online at 
www.chhist.org . 

With best wishes in 2009, 
 


