
  

A 
s youôll read in 

these pages, there 

will be a spring-

long celebration of 

the life and work of landscape 

architect Frederick Peck.  Just 

one example of how valuable 

the natural and built environ-

ment is to the Chestnut Hill 

community, the area was 

home to one of the interna-

tional leaders of transforming 

gardens into ñoutdoor rooms.ò   

Many thanks for all the 

efforts of Carolyn Adams, 

Nancy Evans, Andrea and 

Frank Niepold and Susan 

Smith in bringing alive his 

work.  We are incredibly 

grateful for the sponsorship of 

Burke Brothers Landscape 

Contractors for making the 

exhibit, speakersô program 

and tour a reality.  

Supported by the Com-

munity Fund, Business Asso-

ciation, Greater Philadelphia 

Preservation Alliance and Val-

ley Green Bank, the Historical 

Society is poised to launch its 

first interactive self -guided 

walking tour.  Available in 

print, cell and downloadable 

versions, the tour allows resi-

dents and visitors to delve into 

the social, cultural and eco-

nomic history of Germantown 

Avenue.   

In April, the Society re-

ceives initial feedback from 

the Land Trust Accreditation 

Commission on our applica-

tion and begins to discuss next 

steps.  We look forward to 

working with the LTAC in the 

coming months.  Funding for 

this project has been provided 

by PECOôs Green Region pro-

gram. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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L 
andscap e 

architect , 

t e a c h e r , 

w r i t e r , 

flower show de-

signer, and gardener 

par excellence, Fre-

derick Peck was a 

true polymath of the 

garden.  In a career 

spanning more than 

50 years, Peck de-

signed many private 

gardens in Chestnut 

Hill and on the 

Main Line, and well

-known public spaces, including Pastorius Park 

and the Azalea Garden in Fairmount Park.  He 

taught  landscape architecture at Penn and the 

Barnes Foundation, published articles in House 

and Garden  and American Country Life, de-

signed the Philadelphia Flower Show several 

times ï winning the Gold Medal of the Pennsyl-

vania Horticultural Society for his 1964 design ï 

and created one of Americaôs great private gardens 

at Boxly, where he did all of his own gardening. 

This spring, the Historical Society will cele-

brate the work of Frederick Peck with an exhibit, 

an evening of talks on his life and work, and a gar-

den tour.  Opening at CHHS on Saturday, April 30 

(with a preview for Society members on the 29th) 

ñFrederick Peck and the Landscape of Chestnut 

Hillò will feature 

landscape drawings, 

prints, photographs 

and ephemera from 

the collections of 

Peckôs son, Robert 

M. Peck, the Archi-

tectural Archives of 

the University of 

Pennsylvania, and 

the Historical Soci-

ety, as well as recent 

photographs of local 

(Continued on page 6) 

CHHS Celebrates Landscape Architect Frederick Peck 

A 
 life-long resident of Mount Airy, David 

Dannenberg jogs to work through Wis-

sahickon Valley Park, serves on the 

Board of the Friends of the Wissa-

hickon (FOW), and de-

plores the inappropriate 

development that has 

taken place along the 

margins of the Park.  

Several years ago, he 

encouraged his new 

neighbors, Joan and 

Rick Cantor, to 

put a conserva-

tion easement on 

their property.  

Last year, he and 

his wife Susan 

followed suit.  As 

David explained, 

ñI asked them to 

do it, it worked out well, so we felt that we should 

do it too.ò 

  The Dannenbergôs two-and-a-half acre prop-

erty on Wissahickon Avenue includes a meadow 

and a heavily wooded rear border.  The protected 

areas of the property contain mature Red and 

White Oaks, White Pines, Sweetgums, Lindens 

and a very large Beech.  

It sits opposite a trail-

head into Carpenterôs 

Woods, so the ease-

ment helps to preserve 

the integration of the 

neighborhood into the 

park ï a particularly 

important factor for the 

Dannenbergs ï as well 

as maintaining the 

character of the 

property and the 

neighborhood, and it 

protects the Wissa-

hickon watershed by 

preventing any ac-

tivities that would contribute to stormwater run -

off and pollution.   

(Continued on page 6) 

A Tale of Two Easements 

The Dannenbergs raise chickens and keep  bees on  

2½ acres in Mount Airy. 

Photos by Jennifer Garfield 
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Portrait of Frederick Peck by Fabian 

Bacharach 

Photo courtesy of Robert M. Peck 

The tea house at Boxley  

Photo by C. Nancy Evans 

The Dannenbergs raise chickens and keep  bees 

on  2½ acres in Mount Airy. 
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H 
undreds of photographs, postcards, newspaper clip-

pings, etc., documenting the lives of members of the 

Houston family in the late 19th and early 20th century 

were donated to the Historical Society last year by 

Robin, Binney, Mark, Houston and Jenny Meigs; it was a legacy 

from their grandmother, 

Margaret Corlies Houston 

Meigs, whose father, Samuel 

F. Houston, was the son of 

Henry Howard Houston.   

The collection includes pho-

tographs of the family and 

their friends in a variety of 

settings:  formal portraits of 

individuals and groups; 

snapshots of house parties at 

Druim Moir and the Hous-

tonôs summer home on Clap-

board Island, ME, of yacht-

ing on Casco Bay and skiing 

at Saranac NY.  Also in-

cluded are souvenir albums 

and postcards preserved by 

family members that chronicle extensive travel in France and Italy.  

These ephemera of a bygone time offer a window into the life of a 

wealthy family of the period.   

One item in the collection tells of the familyôs brush with history 

ð the record of a Caribbean cruise made by Sam Houston and his 

three children, Edith, Margaret and Henry, aboard the 67 -foot 

schooner, Alert, in February 1898.  The book includes photographs, 

the transcript of a conversa-

tion about the cruise between 

Edith and her  half -sister 

Eleanor* held 70 years later, 

and the  captainôs log.  The 

log records the usual details 

ð course, wind direction and 

speed, temperature and ba-

rometer readings, throughout 

each day, and arrivals and 

departures at various ports.  

On March 27,  at anchor off 

the coast of Guadeloupe, the 

following entry appears:  

ñMr. Houston received a dis-

patch from home & decided 

to proceed to St. Kitts.,ò fol-

lowed two days later by:  ñMr. 

Houston & Party left the 

yacht and went aboard 

steamship Duart -Castle as 

passengers for Bermuda.ò  Nothing in the log indicates the nature of 

the dispatch or the reason for the Houstonôs sudden departure ð the  

United States was at war with Spain.  The cruise had begun on Feb-

ruary 12, just three days before the sinking of the battleship Maine, 

and the United States had declared war on March 25. 

Margaret Houston kept a number of scrapbooks, one of which 

contains a newspaper clipping with a photograph of Eleanor, aged 

five or six, who was unanimously voted ñmost beautiful subjectò at a 

national photographersô convention in the mid nineteen-teens.  And 

reports of a near-

calamity featured in 

newspaper coverage of 

Margaretôs marriage to 

Robert R. Meigs at 

Clapboard Island in 

September, 1915:  the 

steam boat chartered 

to ferry guests from 

Portland ran aground 

on the return trip; for-

tunately, the steamer 

was accompanied by 

yachts also returning 

from the wedding, and 

the passengers were quickly rescued. 

Another  scrapbook records a family tragedy:  Henryôs death in 

France in the spring of 1918.  A  volunteer in the American Ambu-

lance Service, he had joined the staff of General W. G. Price, Penn-

sylvania National Guard, when the US entered the war.  Included in 

the scrapbook is an elaborate, 

engraved testimonial to the 

French governmentôs grati-

tude for his service, photo-

graphs of the American ceme-

tery in France where he was 

buried, and others of the me-

morial erected in his honor 

and that of his cousin Hous-

ton WoodwardÀ, who was also 

killed in France, in a park 

donated by the Houston and 

Woodward families in Fal-

mouth Foreside, ME.  

Family papers like these 

illuminate the social history of 

Chestnut Hill.  The Meigs 

collection is a particularly 

welcome addition to the His-

torical Society Archives be-

cause it concerns the founding family of modern Chestnut Hill.  But 

we are equally eager to acquire records of other individuals and 

families who have contributed to the development of this unique 

community.   Carefully preserved and catalogued, they are an invalu-

able resource for scholars and interested members of the public, and 

they create a vivid connection between our past, our present and our 

future.   

An early photograph of Druim Moir, showing the 

original tower and third floor 

Houston/Meigs Collection, CHHS Archives 

The wedding party at Clapboard Island 

Houston/Meigs Collection, CHHS Archives 

Signed by French President Raymond Poincaré, 

this tribute honors the memory of Henry H. 

Houston who ñdied for liberty in the Great War.ò 

Houston/Meigs Collection, CHHS Archives 

*The child of Houstonôs second marriage after his first wife's death in childbirth. 
ÀHenry Howard Houston Woodward, the son of George and Gertrude Houston Woodward. 

Houston/Meigs Collection Added to CHHS Archive  

The page from the captainôs log of the yacht Alert 

for March 27, 1898 

Houston/Meigs Collection, CHHS Archives 

Photography of items from the Houston/Meigs collection by Assistant Archivist Alex Bartlett. 
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CHHS Announces Plaque Program 
for Conservation Easements  

D 
o n o r s  o f  a 

c o n s e r v a t i o n 

easement may be 

eligible to display a 

bronze plaque that identifies the 

property as protected by the 

Historical Societyôs easement 

program.  The plaque reads:   

ñThis property has been 

pe r manent l y  p r ese r ved 

through the generous donation 

of an easement to CHHS in 

partnership with FOW.ò    

Participation in the plaque 

program is optional; the cost of 

the plaque is paid by grants to 

the Society by the Pennsylvania 

Land Trust Association.  Some 

older easements may lack the 

language necessary  for 

installation of the plaque, but 

this issue can be easily resolved.  

For more information, contact 

Easement Manager Jennifer 

Garfield at 215-247-0417, ext. 

204 or jgarfield@chhist.org.     

Easement Committee member Courtney 

Kapp (left) and Easement Manager Jennifer 

Garfield after installation of the plaque on 

Wendy and Chris Bentleyôs property 

Photo by Chris Bentley 

Historical Society Spring Calendar 

Preservation Alliance Old House Fair 
Germantown Friends School  

Saturday, March 26, 9 am - 5 pm 
Tickets:  $10, $5 Alliance members  

Frederick Peck and the Landscape of Chestnut Hill 
Exhibit at the Historical Society 

CHHS Members Preview ð Friday, April 29, 6 - 8 pm 

CHCA Home and Garden Festival 
Sunday, May 1, 11am - 5 pm 

Derby Day Garden Party 
Saturday, May 7, 5:00 -7:30 pm 
(Patronsô reception, 4:30 pm) 

Patrons: $125, CHHS members: $75, Nonmembers: $100 

Frederick Peck:  His Life and Work 
An Evening of Presentations  

Springside School 
Thursday, May 19, 7 - 9 pm 

Free for CHHS members, Nonmembers: $15 

The Chestnut Hill Gardens of Frederick Peck 
Self-guided Tour 

Sunday June 5, 1 - 4 pm 
Free for CHHS members, Nonmembers: $15 

CHHS at the CHCA Book Festival 
Sunday, July 10, 4 - 6 pm 

Free for CHHS members, Nonmembers: $15 

Derby Day is May 7 -- Save the Date! 

T 
he 137th running of the Kentucky 

Derby will take place on Saturday, 

May 7, but you donôt have to travel 

all the way to Louisville to show 

off that new hat ð only as far as the 

Montgomery Avenue home of Anna and 

Mike Cascio, hosts of the 4th annual 

Chestnut Hill Historical Society Derby Day 

Garden Party.  Itôs a perfect occasion to 

spend time with friends in a beautiful 

setting, sip a mint julep or two, sample the 

selection of delicious hors dôoeuvres, and  

have a virtual flutter on the ponies.   

   Mike Cascio and fellow racing tout 

Mike Evans, back by popular demand, 

will share their Derby tips; follow their 

advice or pick your own winners in the 

Run for the Roses ñRaffle,ò  

After an outstandingly successful 

event last year, Jennifer Foley Hanson 

and Jill Marple -McCabe will again co-

chair the Derby Day Committee; they 

can be counted on to provide an equally 

delightful afternoon this time around.  To 

join the committee, contact Executive 

Director Jennifer Hawk at 215 -247-0417 or  

jhawk@chhist.org . 

Members tickets are $75 each, or enjoy a 

champagne reception before the event by 

becoming a Derby Day patron for $125.  

Make your reservations at our website, 

www.chhist.org , by email at info@ 

chhist.org,  or by telephone at 215-247-0417 

All proceeds support the programs and 

services of the  Chestnut Hill Historical 

Society. 
 

The  9ò x 12İò plaque features the 

emblems of the CHHS/FOW joint 

easement program. 

Photo by Chris Bentley 

Wisteria, spring bulbs and flowering shrubs against a 

backdrop of variegated greenery in the Cascioôs garden. 

Photos by Anna Cascio. 


