
  

T 
he Chestnut Hill Historical Society is 

pleased to announce that it has been 

accepted into the national Land Trust 

Allianceôs accreditation program.  The 

program recognizes land conservation organiza-

tions that meet national quality standards for 

protecting important natural places and working 

lands forever.  A public comment period is now 

open.  

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, 

an independent program of the Land Trust Alli-

ance, conducts an extensive review of each appli-

cantôs policies and programs.  The Commission 

invites public input and accepts signed, written 

comments on pending applications.  Comments 

must relate to how CHHS complies with national 

quality standards.  These standards address the 

ethical and technical operation of a land trust.   

For the full list of standards, see 

www.landtrustaccreditation.org/getting -

accredited/indicator -practices.  To learn more 

about the accreditation program and/or to sub-

mit a comment to the accreditation commission, 

visit www.landtrustaccreditation.org . Com-

ments may also be faxed or mailed to the Land 

Trust Accreditation Commission, Attn: Public 

Comments: (fax) 518-587-3183; (mail) 112 

Spring Street, Suite 204, Saratoga Springs, NY 

12866. Comments on the CHHS application will 

be most useful by January 3, 2011. 

The Historical Society acquired its first 

easement twenty years ago, protecting 3.6 acres 

of land and one façade.  Today,  our easement 

program protects over 68 acres of open space in 

Philadelphia and nearby suburbs, restricting 

future development,  helping to preserve wildlife 

habitat and to safeguard the Wissahickon water-

shed. The  Society also holds 12 façade ease-

ments that prevent inappropriate alterations to 

these historically and architecturally significant 

buildings.  

Change is inevitable; our objective is to 

guide change so that it enhances rather than 

diminishes our remarkable natural and architec-

tural heritage.  The easement program continues 

to be the primary means of achieving this goal. 
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from CHHS Board President Frank Niepold  

I  
t has been almost a full year since Chestnut 

Hill College released its proposed Master 

Plan for the development of a new campus 

on the site 

of the 30-acre 

Sugarloaf estate. 

During this time, 

an extraordinary 

amount of effort 

has been expended 

by teams of people 

representing the 

college, their ar-

chitects and the 

Negotiating Group 

(ably led by CHHS 

Director Larry 

McEwen) formed early this year under the aus-

pices of the Community Association to conduct a 

community review of this massive project.  Even 

though a final agreement is possibly months away 

ï and despite a press moratorium adopted by the 

nine members of the Negotiating Group ï I want 

to give members of the Society some sense of how 

things are going. 

What is at stake  

Sugarloaf is the 

largest undevel-

oped property in 

Chestnut Hill. It 

occupies the high 

point of the north-

ern gateway to the 

city, is surrounded 

on three sides by 

private homes and, 

on the fourth, by 

the Wissahickon 

Valley Park.  Its 

historical structures and landscapes  were high-

lighted as a ñsignificant complexò in the 1985 

National Historic District nomination. Develop-

ment of a new campus on this site, therefore, 

(Continued on page 4) 

I  
t is an honor to recog-

nize our more than 

400 Chestnut Hill His-

torical Society mem-

bers and partners.  Even in a 

challenging economic envi-

ronment, your commitment 

to the community helps 

make possible the preserva-

tion of more than 20,000 

items in our Archives, the 

protection of more than 68 

acres of open space and 12 

historic façades, and valuable 

resources to homeowners.  

Thank you. 

We appreciate our many 

donors and grant makers, 

such as the Chestnut Hill 

Community Fund and the 

Chestnut Hill Business Asso-

ciation which are partnering 

with us to produce a guide to 

the history of Germantown 

Avenue; this project has also 

been awarded a Neighbor-

hood Preservation Project 

grant from the Preservation 

Alliance for Greater Philadel-

phia.  It is also exciting to 

welcome new support for our 

land conservation easement 

program from PECO through 

their Green Region program. 

In these pages you will 

read about the Historical 

Societyôs many activities in-

cluding the addition of new 

directors who bring a wealth 

of experience to the Board: 

James Gallagher, Lisa 

Mancuso, Jill Marple -

McCabe, Matthew Millan, 

Beth Ounsworth, and Pam 

Rosser Thistle. During the 

past year, we also welcomed 

Assistant Archivist Alex Bart-

lett, who is also the Librarian 

and Archivist of the German-

town Historical Society.   

(Continued on page 11) 

Easement Program Comes of Age 

Printed on recycled paper. 

A late 19th -century view of Sugarloaf Hill from the Archives of the  
Historical Society.  
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D 
espite the unprom-

ising weather, a 

damp but unde-

t e r r e d  c r o w d 

showed up at The Stagecrafters 

Theater  on the evening of July 

9th for ñFaces 

and Facets of 

Phladelphia,ò  

the Historical 

Societyôs pro-

gram on the 

first night of 

the 2nd an-

nual Chestnut 

Hill Book Fes-

tival was, once 

again, one of the best attended 

of the entire weekend.   

Regular Local columnist 

and antiquarian bookseller 

Hugh Gilmore led off the eve-

ning by sharing stories about 

the customers who used to 

frequent his shop on Chestnut 

Hill Avenue, and he discussed 

the changes wrought by the 

internet on the business of 

buying and selling books ð his 

current web-based business is 

an example. 

Jim Garrison, author of 

Houses of 

Philadelphia: 

Chestnut Hill 

and the Wis-

s a h i c k o n 

Valley, 1880-

1930, gave a 

h a n d s o m e 

presentation 

on some of 

the out-

standing examples of  residen-

tial architecture built in this 

area during that period, includ-

ing Druim Moir, Krisheim and 

High Hollow.  He was followed 

by Mark Sellers and Gaye 

Johnson, Awbury residents and 

co-authors of a book on the 

(Continued on page 8) 

T 
he sun shone 

brightly on Wendy 

and Chris Bentleyôs 

beautiful garden and 

on the 120 guests who gath-

ered to cheer for their Derby 

favorites and to support the 

Historical Society at the 3rd 

annual Derby Day Garden 

Party on May 2nd.  As in pre-

vious years, the spring fund-

raiser celebrated the Societyôs 

conservation easement pro-

gram; it was held on an ease-

ment-protected property adja-

cent to Wissahickon Valley 

Park.    

This year was also an oc-

casion to welcome new 

neighbor and guest of honor 

Drew Becher, President of the 

Pennsylvania Horticultural 

Society, and new Corporate 

Benefactors ï BCK Associates, 

The Party Center and the Zeitz

-Colacci Wealth Management 

Group at MorganStanley 

SmithBarney LLC ï who  

joined long-time CHHS spon-

sors Chestnut Hill Resale, 

Citibank and Eichler & Moffly 

Realtors in supporting the 

event.    

Many thanks to the Bent-

leys for hosting the festivities, 

and to Jennifer Foley Hanson 

and Jill Marple -McCabe, co-

chairs, and the entire Garden 

Party Committee for making 

the day such a success.  Mike 

Cascio and Mike Evans offered 

their racing expertise, tipping 

their Derby picks for the bene-

fit of the uninitiated who vied 

for ñRun for the Rosesò prizes 

by ñbettingò on their favorite 

horses.  And to Mike Evans, a 

garland of  red roses for ship-

ping copies of the official 

Derby Program directly from 

Louisville for  everyone at the 

party. 

A Big Win for  
Preservation  

on Derby Day 

R 
educe, reuse, recy-

cle ð the mantra of 

the green move-

ment ð has par-

ticular relevance for older and 

historic buildings, since their 

unique character may be for-

f e i t e d  t h r o u g h  w e l l -

intentioned but misguided 

efforts to improve energy effi-

ciency.  Replacing  original 

windows with modern ones, 

for example, is often touted as 

a way to reducing heating loss, 

even though the same benefits 

can usually be achieved by 

repairing, if necessary, and 

weatherizing the traditional, 

often unusual and irreplace-

able, windows typically found 

in Chestnut Hill houses.  

The Historical Societyôs Re-

source Center offers a wealth 

of information for anyone in-

terested in reducing the car-

bon footprint of an older 

building.  The website includes 

articles on specific topics, in-

cluding preserving old win-

dows and preparing an older 

home for winter, as well as 

links to useful publications 

and to the websites of the Na-

tional Trust for Historic Pres-

ervation and the National Park 

Service.   

C h e c k  i t  o u t  a t 

www.chhist.org , or contact 

Resource Center Manager 

Tim Wood for one-on-one 

help with issues related to 

maintaining or restoring your 

historic  home.   

 Book Panel Weathers the Storm 

Archives Go 3-D 

 

The Color of 
Preservation is 

Green 
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T 
he Historical Society 

Archives recently 

received a rudimen-

tary example of 3D 

technology ï a 

19th- century   

stereopticon ð 

and more than 

one hundred 

s t e re o s c op i c 

slides featur-

ing, for the 

most  par t ,  

scenes of the 

Wissahickon Valley.   

A Victorian -era forerunner 

of the View-Master, the stere-

opticon (or stereoscope) was, 

unlike its modern equivalent, a 

very popular form of entertain-

ment among adults, from the 

late 1800s through the early 

20th century.  Invented before 

photography, in its original 

incarnation it displayed pairs 

of drawings that created the 

illusion of depth.  Later mod-

els, like this one based on a 

design by Oliver Wendell 

Holmes, combined photo-

graphs taken 

from two 

slightly dif-

ferent view-

points; they 

remained in 

widespread 

use until 

superseded 

by the View-

Master in 1939.   

The stereopticon and 

slides were donated by Chris 

Lane, co-owner of The Phila-

delphia Print Shop, former  

Director and long -time  sup-

porter of the Historical Society.  

CHHS members who would 

like to experience 3-D, 19th-

century-style, should call the 

Archives at 215-247-0417, ext. 

205 for an appointment.  

A Victorian stereopticon and  a stereoscopic 
slide donated to the Historical Society.  

Executive Director Jennifer S. Hawk intro-
duces speakers (from left), Thomas H. Keels, 
James Garrison, Gaye Johnson, Mark Sell-
ers and Hugh Gilmore (at rear).  

Photography by C. Nancy Evans  
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Photography by Anna Cascio:  annacascio.sites.livebooks.com    
A slide show from the event is available at  
www.annaisabel.printroom.com/gardenparty . 

Derby Day 2010 ð 
Bigger and Better than Ever! 

Derby Day hosts Wendy and Chris 
Bentley 

Ann Hozack, PA Horticultural Society President and 
Derby Day Guest of Honor Drew Becher, Eric 
Lochner and Janet Lochner  

Mike Evans (standing with program ) touts his Derby picks as 
Mike Cascio (seated at right) looks on . 

Farah Jimenez  and  Board member 
Beth Ounsworth  

ñRun for the Rosesò first prize winner 
Paul Bolno with Derby Day Co -chair 
Jennifer Foley Hanson  

Dick Boothby of VIST Insurance, Melen Boothby and 
Dick Brown  

Joseph and Susan Pizzano 
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Cathy Pimpinella and Derby Day co -chair 
Jill Marple -McCabe (foreground), both of 
Corporate Benefactor Citibank with CHHS 
Executive Director Jennifer Hawk  
 

Kathleen and Patrick Gallagher, of Corporate 
Benefactor Eichler & Moffly Realtors  

Ken Schotsch and Board member Ellen Sisle 

http://annacascio.sites.livebooks.com
http://www.annaisabel.printroom.com/gardenparty
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raises serious issues related to 

historic preservation, environ-

mental protection and effects 

on the local residents.  On the 

other hand, the college is one 

of Chestnut Hillôs most promi-

nent institutions  and  seeks to 

assure its long-term financial 

viability by increasing its stu-

dent body.  In a word, there-

fore, everything  touching on 

this project influences and, to 

some extent, will define the 

future character of Chestnut 

Hill.     

Here is a snapshot of 

where things stand on the es-

sential elements of this nego-

tiation:  

ZONING 

Initially, the college intended 

to apply for an Institutional 

Development District (IDD) 

designation, typically used in 

Philadelphiaôs urban neighbor-

hoods. However, the college 

agreed to postpone this appli-

cation and to join the Negotiat-

ing Group in a discussion with 

the City Planning Commission 

about a new type of zoning 

category, one which would 

provide a better balance be-

tween residential, environ-

mental and institutional con-

cerns. We expect an answer 

from the city on this technically 

complex, but all important, 

issue by the middle of Novem-

ber.  

MASTER PLAN 

Progress is reportedly being 

made by the collegeôs archi-

tects, SaylorGregg and Andro-

pogon, who are working with 

architects from the Negotiating 

Group to devise ways to accom-

modate specific concerns ex-

pressed by the community.  It 

is expected that a revised plan 

will be released to the commu-

nity in the near future.  

HISTORIC STRUCTURES 

AND LANDSCAPES   

We believe that many, if not 

all, of these buildings and their 

historic landscape can be saved 

under the revised plan. 

Achieving agreement with 

the college, the near neighbor 

groups, the broader Chestnut 

Hill community and the Phila-

delphia city agencies on all 

these points requires careful 

negotiation.  Finding accept-

able compromises is hard 

work. However, nothing would 

be possible without the contin-

ued good will, patience and 

vision of the Chestnut Hill Col-

lege and its architects. For this 

we are grateful. 

The college has announced 

that it must set a firm deadline 

ï December 15th, 2010 ï for 

the community and the city to 

approve their Master Plan.  All 

parties are now working dili-

gently to wrap up the out-

standing issues in order to give 

the college an answer by that 

date. 

Sugarloaf Update  
(Continued from page 1) 

H 
istoric Chestnut 

Hill is the theme 

of the redecorated  

Chestnut Hill Ho-

tel, soon to feature photo-

graphs from the 

collections of 

CHHS and the 

G e r m a n t o w n 

Historical Soci-

ety (GHS).  The 

images, most of 

which represent 

the period 1875-

1925, were se-

lected by  hotel 

owner Abby Pete 

in consultation 

with CHHS As-

sistant Archivist 

Alex Bartlett, 

who is also the 

Librarian and 

Archivist  at 

GHS. ñWe 

themed the pictures in relation 

to the specific space ï hanging 

a photograph of wrestlers out-

side the fitness center, for ex-

ample,ò explained Pete.   

The make-over began 

about a year ago, on the heels 

of a similar project at the 

Chestnut Hill Farmersô Market 

by the same design team:  inte-

rior designer 

Pier Derrickson 

and her mother,  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

designer Linda 

Corsover, whose 

interest in local 

history stems 

from living in a 

historic home in 

G e r m a n t o w n .   

When the pro-

ject is finished 

later this year, 

Chestnut Hillôs  

history will be 

o n  d i s p l a y 

throughout the 

hotelôs public 

spaces,  and 

guests will have the opportu-

nity to take  a piece of Chestnut 

Hill's history home with them 

by buying copies of the photo-

graphs. 

A Historic Facelift for  
Chestnut Hill Hotel 

Reminders of  public transportation  
in the pre-SEPTAage decorate a 
hallway in the Chestnut Hill Hotel.  

Photography by C. Nancy Evans  

SUGARLOAF  NEGOTIATING GROUP 
Chair:  Larry McEwen, CHCA 

Co-chair:  Joyce Lenhardt, CHCA  

James N. Kise, Houston Family 

Frank Niepold, CHHS  

G. Craig Schelter, CHCA 

Robert J. Shusterman,  
North Chestnut Hill Neighbors  

Richard W. Snowden,  
Chestnut Hill Business Association 

George E.  Thomas,  
Northwest Wissahickon Conservancy  

Robert T. Vance, Friends of the Wissahickon 
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T 
his fall, the Historical 

Society is developing 

a self-guided walking 

tour of  Germantown 

Avenue.  The social and com-

mercial core of Chestnut Hill, 

the Avenue has traditionally 

been the place where residents, 

visitors, merchants, and travel-

ers have met and interacted.   

From whatever perspec-

tives ð a farmer's wagon or the 

number 23 trolley, a grocer's 

shop or a quarry, a private 

home or public library ð the 

history of the Avenue is a rich 

one. The tour will highlight 

sites that tell the social, cul-

tural and economic history of 

the Avenue and its role in the 

history of the neighborhood, 

the city, and the nation.  Each 

vignette will present an indi-

vidual snapshot of life in Chest-

nut Hill, so visitors can experi-

ence the past at their own pace, 

in a single afternoon or over a 

week, month, or year.   

The tour will be available 

as a printed map and as an 

audio program that can be 

downloaded to a portable audio 

device or a cell phone.  Look 

for more information about 

this program on our website 

later this year. 

Historic Germantown Avenue 
Walking Tour 

by Tim Wood  
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A 
valued artifact in the 

Historical Societyôs 

Archives, this sign 

announced the de-

parture of the Houston family 

from Druim Moir for the dura-

tion of World War I; like other 

great houses of that period, the 

30-room mansion had become 

too large to maintain after 

many of  the  staff had left to 

serve in the armed forces.    

The smaller house to which 

the family moved, barely legible 

o n  t h e  s i g n  a s   

ñJusquepaixò (from the French 

ñuntil the peaceò), was probably 

located at 420 West Mermaid 

Lane.  It was de-

signed by Robert 

McGoodwin and built 

in 1913. 

The painted can-

vas sign was donated 

to CHHS  by Sallie 

Smith Kise, whose 

great-grandfather,  

Henry H. Houston, 

built Druim Moir in 

1886.  It is very frag-

ile and in urgent need of con-

servation; the  work will cost 

$2,000.  

If you are interested in 

donating this amount to pre-

serve the sign, or in donating 

objects, documents, photo-

graphs, etc., related to the his-

tory of Chestnut Hill, contact 

Archivist Liz Jarvis at ljar-

vis@chhist.org or by phone at 

215-247-0471, ext.  205. 

Preservation Potpourri 2010 ð Donôt Miss It! 

T 
he Historical Societyôs 

traditional winter 

fundraiser is the not -

to-be-missed gala of 

the holiday season, and an es-

sential source of support for the 

Societyôs programs and activi-

ties.  It will be held this year on 

Saturday, December 4th,  in the 

elegant Georgian-style ñFour 

Seasons Houseò on West Chest-

nut Hill Avenue, completely 

transformed by Chestnut Hill 

newcomers Monica Vachher 

and Jerry Selitto.  What better 

way to meet the neighbors than 

to host Potpourri!   And how 

better to welcome a new family 

to our community than to join 

them at the event! 

Presented by Chubb Per-

sonal Insurance 

in partnership 

with VIST Insur-

ance, the black 

tie event will 

feature cocktails 

and hors dôoeu-

vres, a buffet 

dinner, dancing 

and a silent auc-

tion.  Itôs an eve-

ning you wonôt 

want to miss. 

Tickets are 

$150 per person 

for members of the Society,  or 

become a Potpourri  Benefactor 

for $275 and enjoy a cham-

pagne reception and tour of 

ñFour Seasons Houseò before 

the party; youôll also be recog-

nized at the event 

and your mem-

bership will be 

upgraded to Sus-

tainer level.  To 

make your reser-

vations, call the 

Historical Society 

at 215-247-0417 

or go to  our web-

s i t e  a t 

www.chhist.org  

Potpourri co -chairs Cris-

tina and Dean Fournaris and 

Lisa and Matthew Mancuso 

have enlisted a dedicated com-

mittee who are already hard at 

work planning the event.  

Many thanks to these Pot-

pourri Committee members 

for contributing their time, 

effort and ingenuity  to mak-

ing it a memorable evening:  

Martha Agate, Reesa & Wil-

liam Anderson, Susan Higley 

Bray, Patricia Marian Cove, 

Susan Crane & Joel Gottfried, 

Ann Csink, Adriana della 

Porta, Evelyn Devine, Alexan-

dra Edsall & Robert Victor, C. 

Nancy & Michael Evans, 

Susanna Forjohn, Jennifer 

Foley Hanson & Robert Han-

son, Ann Dupuis Hozack, 

Cathy Hozack, Judith McCabe 

Jarvis & Geoffrey Jarvis, Ann 

Kelly, Jill Marple -McCabe, 

Kristen McDonald, Kaen 

McDonell, Cecile Mihalich 

Andrea & Frank Niepold, 

Schuy Wood Nunn, Jane 

Piotrowski, Ellen Riccobene & 

Eric Reinert, Paula M. Riley, 

Amy & John Shea, Ellen Sisle & 

Ken Schotsch, Pam Rosser 

Thistle, Ronna & George Tyn-

dall, Alice Wagg, Nancy & 

Randy Williams, and Kim & 

Scott Yetter. 

Potpourri 2009 in full swing at Druim Moir.  
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Dan Mills of Chubb Personal Insurance (right), Presenting 
Sponsor in partnership with Vist Insurance, represented by 
Dick Boothby (left), with Melen Boothby, Jan and David Kol-
lock at Preservation Potpourri 2009.  

Photography by Eden Troxall  

Conservation Funds Sought for a Sign of the Times 

Painted canvas  sign announcing the   
Houston familyôs move from Druim Moir. 

Board member Patricia  Cove  leading  
Benefactors on a tour of Druim Moir.  

Druim Moir as it originally appeared in 1886.  From 
the  Archives of the Historical Society.  
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Anna Toogood   

Marian & Brooks Turkel   

Anthea Waleson 

Catherine A. Worrall   

Anonymous ï 1 

*Deceased   

INDIVIDUAL  &  

 HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS  

Frederick C. Achenbach   

Joseph Archie   

Martha & Will Agate  

Tanya & Drew Aldinger   

Jean & John Alsentzer   

Mr. & Mrs. Brett Altman   

Betty & Andy Anderson   

Mrs. Duffield Ashmead, III   

Patricia M. Bailey   

Benjamin Baldridge  

Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Ball, III   

Alexis L. Barbieri &  

Eugene A. Smith  

Mr. & Mrs. Francis C. Barbieri, Jr.   

Mr. & Mrs. Justin M. Baxter   

John Beckman   

Sarah & Alex Bedrosian   

Mary K. & William J. Benzing   

Audrey Eveloff Berman & 

  John Berman 

Kathy & Jim Black   

Stacey Blankin 

Natalie & Christopher Blatney  

Susan Bockius & Gary Bromberg   

Anne & Paul Bolno   

Dr. Stephen A. Bonnie 

Patricia Z. Bonsall 

Mr. & Mrs. Willard S. Boothby, Jr.   

Naomi & Stephen Breman   

H. E. Broadbent, III   

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Brown   

Sylvia Battle Brown   

Melanie Brundle   

Marilou & Peter Buffum   

Marigene & Daniel Butler   

Marne Castillo & Spencer Penn 

Alessandra Cartelli   

Harry S. Cherken, Jr., Esq.   

Salvatore Ciambella   

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cilio, Jr.  

Dr. Alice Jean Clark   

Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Concannon   

Sandra &. George Connelly   

Patricia Conway 

Emily Cooperman  

& John Dixon Hunt  

Linda Corson   

Robin & Dominic Costa   

Michala & Wes Costello   

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Cramp   

Lori & Tom Curtis   

Dr. & Mrs. James L. Dannenberg   

Dorothy & Jack Dempsey 

Susan & Willard Detweiler, Jr.   

Sarah & Tom Detwiler 

Joseph P. Dobson   
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Eileen & Michael Dolich  

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Doman   

Mrs. Henry M. Drinker   

Mr. & Mrs. John Drinker   

Anne M. Dunleavy   

Suzanne K. Dure 

Lester D. Escobedo 

Steven B. Erisoty   

Mr. & Mrs. Serge Esperdy  

Sue & Charlie Falco   

Milton A. & Charlotte Feldman   

Janice Fischer   

M. J. Fischer   

Eugenie & John Flaherty   

Phyllys Fleming   

Mr. & Mrs. Terrance J. Foley 

Cynthia Frank & Reed Shuldiner 

Drs. Marion Frank &  

 Vincenzo Sanguineti 

Carol & Colin Franklin   

Kathleen & Patrick Gallagher   

Anne & John Gerbner   

Angela & Craig Godshall   

Marion & Martin Goldberg   

Haviva Goldman & Greg Lattanzi 

Ellen & John Grady   

Adele Gray 

Pauline Gray & Ned Barnard   

Ann Greene   

Margot & Chuck Gupta 

Carolyn & David Hale   

Fran & Lyman Hanson   

Jennifer Foley Hanson  

 & Robert Hanson   

Douglas Hauptli   

Rebecca & Daniel Heider   

Christine & Paul Heine   

Annamarie & Stroud  

Hellebusch   

Jean Hemphill & Bob Warner  

Sheila & Michael Henry   

Marilyn & Louis Hill   

Nicole Naumoff Hodgson &  

  Craig Hodgson   

Joanna Katz Hoffman   

Sue & Joe Hohenleitner 

Agatha Hughes   

Charles J. Ingersoll   

Betty Ingram  

Cheryl Irving   

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond E. Ix, Jr.   

Lynne Jacobs 

Brooke & Dov Jaron   

Barry W. Jeffries   

Frances & Michael Jones   

Kimberly & LeRoy Jones 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Judson, II   

Charlie Karl  

Christina Kelly  

Robin Keir & Mark Sullivan  

Barbie & John Kimberly   

Sidney & Robert Knisel 

Kara & Matt Krissel  

Marita Krivda & Michael Poxon 

Caroline & David Lacey   

Katherine Land & Fred Berg 

Monica & Joseph Lavin   

Ann & James Leasure   

Pam Learned & Stephen West  

Cpt. Jack P. Lieberman (Ret.) 

Julie Lipsivs & Steven Riskin 

Sarah & Ted Lodge   

Anna Belle & John Loeb   

Lisa & Kevin Loome   

Elizabeth T. Lukens   

Dr. & Mrs. Elliott Mancall   

Eloise R. & Joseph T. Manning   

Susan & Douglas Marshall   

Melanie & Harry Martin   

Elizabeth C. Masters 

Mimi & Victor Mather   

Brett Matteo  

Maura McCarthy 

Paul W. McCloskey   

Jean & Dan McCoubrey 

Carolyn & Bill McGuckin   

Jennifer & Matthew McManus  

Jean Plante McNelis 

Gregory J. Michaels   

Carole & John P. Michaels   

Albert B. Michell   

Rudy Miles   

Pradip Mitra  

Julie & Stan Moat   

Lyn & David Montgomery   

Eleanor & Larry Murdoch   

Edith Newhall & David Walters  

Rosemary S. Nofer  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Nolen   

Sarah H. Norris 

William F. O'Keefe, Jr.   

Martha Hume Oliver &   

  John P.A. Todd  

Patrick A. O'Neill   

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas B. O'Rourke   

Cynthia Orr & Keith Day   

Beth Ounsworth   

Harriet & Gerry Palmer   

Elizabeth & Donald Patterson   

Eric G. Pearson, Jr.  

Mrs. Stephen Pearson   

Helen & John Phillips   

Jane Piecuch & David Fine 

Arabella & James Pope 

Janet Greenstein Potter  

Dr. & Mrs. William Z. Potter   

The Primavera Family 

Polly & Kevin Raday   

Amy & Kevin Raphael 

Louisa & Peter Randall 

Sharon Reiss & David Banov  

Paula M. Riley & Jeff  

   Doerzbacher 

Joan C. Roberts   

Chris & Hannah Roberts 

Theresa & John Rollins   

Jolanta & Romuald Roman   

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Runyan   

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy C. Sager   

Tiffany Sattin   

Monique Seyler & Chet Zoltak 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schelke 

Elizabeth J. Schmitt  

Toni Seidl & Rick Berkman  

Dorothy Y. & Edwin S. Sheffield 

Anne W. Sims   

Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Sincock  

Melissa Smith   

Anne W. Snyder 

Meredith & Robert Sonderskov 

Kevin J. Sowter   

Diana Sperle  

Noreen Spota & Robert Koller  

Susan & Peter Stanley 

Johnathan Sternberg   

Shannon & Dennis Strain   

Carol T. & Wayne R. Strasbaugh 

Judy Sullivan & Gil Rosenthal  

Mark Sullivan  

Mr. & Mrs. Walter J. Sullivan  

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Sutor   

Maria M. Thompson   

Mark B. Thompson  

Louise & William Thompson  

William Timmins  

Lauren Pregmon Tetreault &   

  Bruce Tetreault 

Mr. Apostolos Vardakis 

Maria Veneziano 

Sharyn & Michael Vergare   

Kristina M. Victoreen  

Judith von Scheven   

Alice & Geoffrey Wagg   

Nan & Andy Wallace 

Craig Wakefield 

Carroll Walker, Jr.   

Rosalie Warren   

Jean & Peter Warrington   

Janet & Martin Wasser   

Pamela & Mark Waters   

Dr. & Mrs. Ulrine Wegst  

Liliane & Jerome Weissberg 

Anthony M. Wells   

Lloyd Wells   

Sarah West 

Babbie Nalle Wetherill  

Mr. & Mrs. George R. White   

John White  

Vivian White   

Wendy Willard   

Ann J. Williams   

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Wirts   

Tracey Wolfson   

Greg Woodring 

John Yeakel   

Erin & P. J. Yeatman 

Mims & Marek Zabriskie  

Anonymous - 8 

CORPORATE  
MEMBERS  

Amelia Rorer 

Bredenbeckôs Bakery  

Chestnut Hill Aesthetics  

Chestnut Hill Baptist Church  

Chestnut Hill Cheese Shop 

Chestnut Hill Chiropractics  

Cin Cin  

Fairmount Park Historic  

   Preservation Trust, Inc.  

Friends of the Chestnut Hill  

   Library  

George Woodward Co.  

Highland Farm Bed & Breakfast 

Lavender Hill  

Janet Lippincott, Prudential     

   Fox & Roach Realtors 

Jacob F. Ruth Funeral Home  

Lindy Property Management  

Magargee Brothers 

Ratke Miller Hagner Co.  

Red Rooster Farms, Inc.,  

   Top of the Hill Market  

S2 Designs 

Susan Beard Photography 

Terrance Scott 

Vineyard Vines 
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  New Directors Join the Historical Society Board   

Number 28   
Fall 2010 

Jill Marple -McCabe is a 

long-time resident of Mount 

Airy.  As the manager of the 

Chestnut Hill branch of Citi-

bank, she has been an impor-

tant sponsor of Historical Soci-

ety programs as well as an  ac-

tive volunteer.  Jill has served 

on the Preservation Potpourri 

committee, was the co-chair of 

the Derby Day garden party and 

has agreed to take on the same 

responsibility for 2011. 

S 
ix new members have 

joined the Societyôs 

Board of Directors after 

having been elected at 

the annual meeting in April or 

appointed to fill vacant positions.  

James (Jim) Gallagher is a 

certified public accountant with 

40-plus years of experience.  He 

has been an invaluable addition 

to the Finance Committee as well 

as an untiring member of the 

Building and Garden Commit-

tees. 

Pam Rosser Thistle, a realtor 

with Prudential Fox & Roach, has 

a long history as a community 

volunteer.  She was a director of 

the  Chestnut Hill Community 

Association (and interlocking 

director with CHHS), and has 

worked with the Center City's 

Residents' Association, Philadel-

phia Society for the Preservation 

of Landmarks, Physick House 

and Trinity Center for Urban 

Life.     

Mathew Millan is a Chestnut 

Hill architect with a portfolio of 

historic preservation pro-

jects.   He recently completed a 

restoration of the Mask & Wig 

Club theater for which his firm, 

Matthew Millan Architects, Inc., 

received a  2010 Preservation 

Achievement Award from the 

Preservation Alliance of Philadel-

phia.  Matt serves on the Histori-

cal Societyôs Historic District 

Advisory Committee. 

Currently a nurse practitio-

ner, Lisa Sullivan Mancuso has 

an extensive background in 

finance and was previously li-

censed by the Securities and 

Exchange Commission before 

switching careers.  Lisa is a co-

chair of the 2010 Preservation 

Potpourri Committee, and she 

hopes to work with the Histori-

cal Society to develop family-

friendly programming.  

Preservation Potpourri ð Saturday, December 4th 
7:00  ð 11:00 pm at ñFour Seasons Houseò 

6:30 pm ð Benefactor reception and house tour 
Landscape Architecture of Frederick Peck  

Exhibit at CHHS ð April 2011 
Derby Day Garden Party ð Saturday, May 7th, 2011 

4:30 ð 7:00 pm 
4:00 pm ð Patrons reception 

Frederick Peck, Landscape Architect  
Panel of speakers ð May 2011 

Frederick Peck Garden Tour  ð June, 2011 

Go to www.chhist.org for details and updates 

Matt Millan  

Lisa Mancuso 

Beth Ounsworth  

Pam Thistle 

Jill Marple -McCabe 

 

Jim Gallagher  

Awbury Historic District, who 

delighted the audience with 

anecdotes of the family life of 

six generations of the descen-

dents of Awbury founder 

Henry Cope.   

A far cry from the staid 

Quakers of Awbury was the 

story of sexual intrigue and  

unsolved murder in the socially 

prominent Stotesbury family, 

exuberantly told by Tom Keels, 

one of many accounts of ribald 

goings on in the City of Broth-

erly Love recounted in his 

Wicked Philadelphia.   

Many thanks to our spon-

sors: The Stagecrafters Theater 

for use of the space; and Star-

bucks and Citibank for provid-

ing coffee and cookies. Admis-

sion to the program was free 

for  members of the Historical 

Society. 

Book Panel  
(Continued from page 2) 

CHHS Fall Calendar 

Mary E. (Beth) Ounsworth 

has lived in Chestnut Hill for 

most of the past 45 years.  She 

served on the board of the His-

torical Society during the 1990s 

and twice co-chaired Preserva-

tion Potpourri.  She is currently 

Vice-president of the Philadel-

phia Parks Alliance and is on the 

boards of the Chestnut Hill Li-

brary, Kardon Institute, Musical 

Cocktails to benefit the Philadel-

phia Orchestra, and she is a 

member of the Rotary Club of 

Chestnut Hill.  
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 CHA Celebrates 
150th Anniversary  

C 
HHS members were 

invited to join Chest-

nut Hill 

A c a d e m y 

alumni on a tour of 

the Wissahickon Inn 

and the surrounding 

Wissahickon Heights 

neighborhood on 

Homecoming, Satur-

day, October 30th.  

Organized in partner-

ship with the Histori-

cal Society to cele-

brate CHAôs  150th 

anniversary; the free 

tours were led by Board mem-

bers Shirley Hanson and Mere-

dith Sonder-

skov, former 

E x e c u t i v e 

Director Peter 

Lapham, and 

Assistant Ar-

chivist and 

CHA alumnus 

Alex Bartlett.   

The Wis-

sahickon Inn 

was designed 

by G.W. and  W.D. Hewitt for 

Henry Howard Houston on 

land that had 

been previ-

ously occupied 

by an inn that 

had been de-

stroyed by fire.  

T h e  h o t e l 

opened i ts 

doors in June 

1884 and was 

extremely suc-

cessful for sev-

eral years.  As 

the surround-

ing residential 

area grew, 

however, the 

hotel business declined, and in 

1898 the Houston estate of-

fered to share the space with 

CHA.  The school occupied the 

entire building beginning  in 

1901.   

Among the architec-

tural highlights are the 

early 20th - century 

renovations designed 

by Duhring, Okie  and 

Ziegler, including the 

Epiphany Chapel, con-

verted from  the hotel 

ballroom, and the 

Charles W. Henry Li-

brary, originally the 

hotel dining room, 

which features a Cal-

der* fireplace and a 

Violet Oakley triptych.   

After leaving the school, 

the tour  con-

tinued on to 

explore the  

n e i g h b o r -

hood, home to 

Houstonôs 

own Druim 

Moir and St. 

M a r t i n ô s 

Church, also 

designed  by 

the Hewitt 

brothers, and built by Houston 

to serve the growing commu-

n i t y  n o w 

known as St. 

Martins.    

Following the 

tour, Society 

members were 

invited to join 

in other Home-

coming festivi-

ties, including a 

CHHS book 

sale, a fair with 

games for the 

whole family, 

b a r b e c u e 

lunch, a raffle, 

and soccer and 

football matches against Penn 

Charter. 

Chestnut Hill Academy  pictured on a 
postcard at the turn of the 20th century.  
From the Archives of the Historical Society.  

T 
he Historical Soci-

etyôs Historic District 

Advisory Committee 

(HDAC) reviews pro-

posed renovation projects and 

works with developers to as-

sure that their proposals are 

appropriate for historically 

significant buildings and for 

the overall character of the 

Chestnut Hill National Historic 

District.  The committee Chair, 

Patricia Cove, is the Societyôs 

voice for preservation on the 

Development Review Commit-

tee, of the Community Associa-

tion.  The committee has con-

sidered a number of projects 

over the past few months. 

SEPTA Newsstand  

The HDAC  consulted with 

SEPTA on 

the overall 

design, selec-

tion of colors 

and materi-

als, and ap-

p r o p r i a t e 

l i g h t i n g 

methods for 

the news-

stand at Ger-

m a n t o w n 

Avenue and 

B e t h l e h e m 

Pike, as well as on the replace-

ment of retaining walls at the 

Chestnut Hill West station.   

Fresenius   Dialysis Center  

 Built in 1923 for the Glen 

Willow Ice Manufacturing 

Company and, later, the home 

of Willett Stained Glass, the  

industrial structure at 10 East 

Moreland Avenue ð despite its 

unprepossessing appearance ð 

has a noteworthy history in 

Chestnut Hill.  In planning its 

conversion to a 21st-century 

dialysis center, representatives 

of Fresenius Medical Care 

worked closely the with the 

HDAC and incorporated many 

of the committeeôs historically-

appropriate design sugges-

tions.  (As of publication date, 

zoning issues affecting the pro-

ject are unresolved.)  

Elfant Wissahickon  
Realtors  

Although not an histori-

cally significant building,  the 

former Reese Pharmacy at Ger-

mantown and Abington Ave-

nues sits in the heart of the 

Historic District.   For this rea-

son, the HDAC took an interest 

in the façade changes proposed 

by Elfant Wissahickon in re-

modeling the building for its 

new company headquarters.   

The committee considered  

designs for windows, lighting, 

landscaping, 

buffers and 

signage to 

ensure an 

appropriate 

melding of 

c o n t e m p o -

rary archi-

tecture with 

the more 

s ign i f i can t 

structures in 

the sur-

r o u n d i n g 

area. 

Chestnut Hill College  

Sugarloaf Hill, site of the 

proposed expansion of the 

CHC campus, features a num-

ber of important historic build-

ings, architectural and land-

scape elements.  When the ex-

pansion plans were announced, 

the HDAC met with represen-

tatives of the College and their 

architects to discuss the future 

of the property, identify these 

historically significant features 

and emphasize the importance 

of making appropriate accom-

modation  for them.   

Historic District Advisory  
Committee:  Chestnut Hillôs  
 Advocate for Preservation 

Number 28   
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Reported as the work of Alexander 
Milne Calder, grandfather of  Sandy 
Calder,  originator of the mobile.  

* 

The SEPTA newsstand  ð a Chestnut Hill icon  

                      

The Calder fireplace in the Henry  
Library.  From the CHA Archives;  
reproduced with permission.   
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O 
n a warm and sunny evening in 

June, Louis Kahnôs Esherick 

House served as a particularly 

appropriate setting to thank the 

growing number of Anniversary Society 

members and the Society's leading spon-

sors for their generous support of the His-

torical Society.   

Listed on the Philadelphia Register of 

Historic Places, the house is one of the ar-

chitectôs few residential designs ever to be 

realized.  Built in 1952, it is an excellent 

representation of Kahnôs theory of a 

ñsociety of rooms.ò Drawing visitors from 

around the world, the house  is not ordinar-

ily open to the public, and the Society is 

indebted to Lyn and Robert Gallagher for 

making it available for this occasion.  

Board member Emily Cooperman and 

Bill Whitaker, Director of the Architectural 

Archives of the University of Pennsylvania, 

led guests on a tour of the house , providing 

expert commentary on the architecture and 

the interior woodwork;  the kitchen is the 

work of master craftsman Wharton Esh-

erick, and the house is named for Esherickôs 

niece, Margaret, who commissioned the 

design.      

While cocktails and hors dôoeuvres 

were served in the garden, Chubb appraisal 

specialist Katherine Remus gave a talk on 

documenting the important structural and 

decorative elements of a residential build-

ing, using Esherick House as an example.  

Her presentation also included techniques 

for protecting a house and its contents 

through appropriate conservation and pre-

ventive maintenance procedures.   A book 

summarizing the presentation was offered 

to those attending the event; copies are 

available for consultation by Society mem-

bers at the CHHS office.    

Anniversary Society and Corporate Associates  Fêted at Esherick House 

Interior and party photography by Melissa Reddington  

Esherick House as seen from the garden. 
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Corporate Spotlight:  Eichler & Moffly 
by Jennifer S. Hawk  

Interior view of Esherick House.  

Recognizing that our past defines our future, we are 
pleased to celebrate the 50-year anniversary of a Chestnut 
Hill Institution, Eichler & Moffly Realtors.  Within the past 
fifty years, many changes have been seen throughout the  
community, our daily lives and within the real estate industry 
as a whole.  As little as fifteen years ago there was one com-
puter in the Eichler & Moffly offices dedicated to account-
ing.  Today every Eichler & Moffly agent is connected 24/7 
with iPhones, hand-held devices of all kinds, personal  com-
puters and social networking sites.  Modern technology has 
added a new  and welcome facet to Eichler & Mofflyôs stan-
dards of bringing excellent service to their clients.  However, 
the old adage that the more things change the more  
they stay the same still rings true.  An excellent example of 
this would be Eichler & Mofflyôs strong sense of community 
within their family of agents, their pride in an ethic of per-
sonal service and their active participation in the community 
at large.  

David Eichler and Bill Moffly began the tradition of 
strong community support and entrusted their successor Wil-
liam Morse to continue in 1995.  William Morse upheld 
these standards with his own strong sense of civic duty by 
supporting various organizations dear to him and the Chest-
nut Hill Community, including, but not limited to The 

Woodmere Art Museum, The Morris Arboretum, The Chil-
drenôs Hospital of Philadelphia, Fall for the Arts and of 
course the Chestnut Hill Historical Society just to name a 
few.  As Christy Kelly put it, ñDavid always believed the His-
toric Society played an important role in what makes this 
community unique and my father has been proud to carry on 
that tradition.ò  

Broker of Record, Patrick Gallagher and Christy Kelly, 
William Morseôs daughter are eager to meet the new chal-
lenges of Chestnut Hillôs future in the real estate market. 
While honoring the past, looking to the future is most im-
portant.  With the expansion of technology, the firm can 
now reach out around the world to share the important fea-
tures of Chestnut Hillôs unique historic properties and sur-
rounding neighborhoods.  To all, a partnership with  the 
Chestnut Hill Historical Society has always been a perfect fit. 
On behalf of the Chestnut Hill Historical society, we are 
honored to have been an Eichler & Moffly partner for all of 
these years. We all have a common goal in preserving both 
the architectural and natural beauty of Chestnut Hill and its 
surrounding environment.ò  

The Chestnut Hill Historical Society appreciates the sup-
port  of  Eichler & Moffly Realtors.  Happy Anniversary!  
 

A perfect day and an ideal setting  to  thank the 
Societyôs most generous supporters. 

Host Dr. Robert Gallagher and son Patrick  
Gallagher of Eichler & Moffly, flanking CHHS 
Board Member Ann Csink.  
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A 
lex Bartlett never 

knows what his day 

will be like when he 

is working at the 

Historical Society.  As the As-

sistant Archivist, he deals with 

members, researchers, and 

residents seeking information 

from the rich CHHS  collection  

of over 20,000 items.  

Local residents come to 

learn about their homeôs history 

or renovations made by previ-

ous owners from the inventory 

of buildings in Chestnut Hill  

that was assembled for the ap-

plication for  National Historic 

District  status.    

Certain businesses and 

institutions, such as Kilian 

Hardware or the Philadelphia 

Cricket Club, are the subject of 

regular inquiries.  Most inter-

esting to Bartlett are those 

made by students.  Their topics 

are diverse and they respect the 

collection, ñMany people donôt 

realize the utility of this place, ò 

says Alex, ñand once research-

ers realize this, they keep com-

ing back for more.ò   

Often, research requests 

move Alex down unexpected 

paths, as each new discovery 

offers another connection.   He 

likes the thrill of the chase, and 

equates these projects to work-

ing on  a puz-

zle ð with 

each piece, 

the picture 

b e c o m e s 

more clear.   

ñSometimes, 

I get a curve 

ball,ò says 

Alex, ñand 

there are 

times that we 

learn more 

when some-

thing is not 

where it 

should be.ò  

Some discov-

eries occur 

when maps 

are com-

pared over several decades; 

homes which you expect to be 

there are gone and questions 

are raised ð all part of the puz-

zle. 

Most of Alexôs time is spent 

organizing  new additions to 

the collections. Upon receipt of 

a new item, the donor is sent a 

letter of thanks, a deed of gift is 

recorded, and the  item is 

stored in an archival-quality 

folder or box.  Next, the fun 

begins.  Alex 

and the vol-

unteer archi-

vists follow a 

specific proc-

ess, beginning 

with the as-

signment of 

an accession 

number.  The 

item is then 

indexed in the 

Pas tPer f ec t 

database un-

der its acces-

sion number, 

accompanied 

by a brief de-

scription and 

links to key 

words.  ñThis 

is a critical process ī we need to 

enter the key words  so that the 

database is easily searchable.ò 

Each new item is scanned,  

and a digital image is added to 

the database to make it accessi-

ble and to preserve the original.  

This is especially important 

with large items such as deeds, 

to reduce any damage due to 

folding and unfolding.   

Alex first came to CHHS as 

a volunteer.  A lifelong Mount 

Airy resident, he had just com-

pleted a Master of Arts in Mu-

seum Communication at the 

University of the Arts; as an 

undergraduate, he had majored 

in anthropology and earth sci-

ences.   After working for 12 

years as an archeologist,  Alex 

realized that it was the objects 

and their history he loved the 

most. 

He had been volunteering 

at CHHS for a few months 

when the Assistant Archivist 

position became available.  Alex 

eagerly accepted the job, and 

today works 15 hours a week for 

the Historical Society.  The rest 

of his time is spent as the Li-

brarian and Archivist of the  

Germantown Historical Society, 

at Awbury Arboretum, and as a 

guide at the American Philoso-

phical Society Museum. 

ñMy work at GHS and the 

Chestnut Hill Historical Society 

combines all of my interests ī 

documents, maps, history, and 

especially the history of my own 

neighborhood ð really, they are 

a perfect fit.ò 

Number 28   
Fall 2010 
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After much discussion, the 

Board of Directors has decided 

to change the start of the His-

torical Societyôs fiscal year from 

January 1st to July 1st .   The 

majority of our operating funds 

are raised in the latter part of 

the calendar year, including 

donations, membership renew-

als and special events.  The 

change in the fiscal year allows 

the Historical Society to plan 

more effectively, and make mid 

-year adjustments, if necessary, 

to maintain a balanced budget .  

So we will be holding our an-

nual  meeting in the fall rather 

than the spring; the next one 

will be in the fall of 2011.  Mem-

bers will receive a January 1 ð 

June 30, 2010 financial report.  

I hope everyone will join us 

for Preservation Potpourri on 

Saturday, December 4th.  This 

gala evening raises nearly 25% 

of our annual revenue, and itôs  

a beautiful way to kick off the 

holiday season and to support 

preservation efforts in our com-

munity.  Special thanks to Lisa 

and Matt Mancuso and Chris-

tina and Dean Fournaris for 

chairing this yearôs event. 

 On October 30th, CHHS 

members are invited to join the 

Chestnut Hill Academy alumni 

for a special tour of the Acad-

emy and the surrounding 

neighborhood, as part of CHAôs 

150th Anniversary celebrations.  

And be sure to keep an eye out 

for activities planned for next 

spring to celebrate the land-

scapes of Frederick Peck, in-

cluding an exhibit opening in 

April, a panel of speakers in 

May,  and a tour of local Peck 

gardens in June.   

As you prepare for winter, 

donôt forget to check out the 

R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  a t 

www.chhist.org for tips on 

winterizing your home.  Spend 

an afternoon in the Archives 

perusing historic photographs 

or finding out more about our 

history, such as Choderôs 

Luncheonette, featured in the 

Chestnut Hill Local .  The Ar-

chives are open Tuesday to Fri-

day, from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm, 

and on Saturdays from 11 am to 

4 pm.  Appointments are pre-

ferred.  Archive access is free to 

Historical Society members. 

No matter at what level 

you give, your membership is 

valued.  

With best wishes,  

  

 

Jennifer S. Hawk 

 Executive Director  

From the Executive  
Director  
(Continued from page 1) 

Assistant Archivist Alex Bartlett  


